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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Woodville  Church  marks  two  centuries 


This  community  and 
church  became  known  as 
Salem. 

The  red  brick  church,  perched  on  a  In  1800  another  church, 
grassy  rise  on  the  edge  of  downtown  beginning  as  an  arm  of 
Woodville,  gives  the  impression  of  solidity  Salem  Church,  was  consti- 
and  timelessness.  tuted  about  four  miles 

The  bricks  themselves  show  the  handi-  southwest  of  current 
work  of  men  long  since  faded  from  memo-  Woodville.  It  was  begun 
ry;  they  have  me  mottled  and  slightly  by  members  of  the  Ogden 
irregular  look  of  craftsmanship  done  with  family  and  others.  It  was 
simple  tools  of  a  bygone  day.  known  at  that  time  as 

The  green  shutters  close  to  keep  wor-  Bethel  Church, 
shipers  out  of  the  heat;  the  pristine  cupo-  In  1806  this  church, 
la  adds  the  perfect  touch  to  a  simple  along  with  Salem,  New 
meeting  house.  Hope,  New  Providence, 

The  occupants  of  this  particular  meeting  ana  Ebenezer,  met  on 
house  have  quite  a  story  to  tell.  Cole's  Creek  to  organize 

-  "I've  been  waiting  to  preach  here  for  Mississippi  Association. 
200  years,"  quipped  Jim  Futral,  executive  Bethel  Church  was 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  instrumental  in  establish- 
Convention  Board,  on  hand  for  tne  bicen-  ing  three  other  associations: 
tennial  celebration  of  the  Woodville  the  Mississippi  River 
Church,  Woodville,  on  October  15.  Baptist  Association  in  1843; 

He  was  joined  by  former  pastors  and  back  to  the  Mississippi 
staff,  men  who  were  ordained  to  the  min-  Association  in  1853;  and  tne 
istry  in  the  church,  plus  scores  of  past  and  Carey  Association  in  1885. 
present*nambers~  Ultimately  the  church 

As  befitting  such  a  sighificant  anniver-  returned  to  Mississippi 
sary,  the  morning  session  was  a  combina-  Association, 
tion  of  historical  remembrance  and  future  Bethel  Church  moved 
vision-casting.  1853.  There  was  a  preexisti 

The  morning  worship  service  included  ing  in  Woodville  known 
Alton  Foster,  associational  director  of  mis-  Meeting  House,  built  in 
sions  for  Mississippi  Association  in  Woodvule-Bethel  congrega 
Liberty;  Futral;  and  G 
Churcn  pastor. 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 
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Published  Since  1877 


Reminder! 

Daylight  Savings 
lime  ends  at 
2  a.m.  on 

Sunday,  October  29 


After  the  morning  worship  service  the 


church  provided  lunch  for  everyone  pre¬ 
sent,  and  the  day  ended  with  a  pageant, 
"Two  Centuries  of  Serving  the  Lord  of 
the  Harvest." 

Several  historical  vignettes  portraying 
the  life  of  the  church  were  presented  by 
many  of  the  church  members,  including 
a  treacherous  trip  down  the  Mississippi, 
the  relocation  of  the  church  to  Woodville, 
and  even  a  scene  of  church  discipline. 

"That  was  a  hoot,"  one  of  the  youth 
commented. 

While  Futral  obviously  wasn't  around 
for  the  beginnings  of  Woodville  Church, 
he  did  pay  homage  to  the  significant  role 
the  church  played  among  Mississippi 
Baptists. 

"In  many  ways,  it's  the  mother  church 
of  us  all,"  he  said.  "When  the  Curtis, 
Ogden,  and  Perkins  families  settled  in 
thus  area,  they  brought  the  beginnings  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  with  them." 

In  1780,  a  handful  of  families  made 
their  way  from  South  Carolina  to  a  prim¬ 
itive  area  of  the  Natchez  country  to 
begin  a  new  life  on  what  was  to  be 
known  as  Cole's  Creek.  The  families  of 
Richard  Curtis,  Sr.,  Daniel  Ogden,  the 


In  March  of  that  year,  Jerry  Miller  was 
charged  with  "Blaspimous  (sic)  lan¬ 
guage,  and  Hunting  on  Sunday."  On 
April  20,  the  church  excluded  Miller. 

In  November  1860,  Sisters  Viola  and 
Elizabeth  Montgomery  were  found  guilty 
of  dancing,  but  after  asking  forgiveness  of 
the  churcn,  were  duly  forgiven. 

BL  membership  was  down  to  nine 
;  according  to  the  minutes,  "there 
i  no  preaching  in  the  church  for 
fears,  and  on  account  of  the 
>f  some  of  the  members  and  back 
others  the  old  Woodville  Bethel  c 
nurcn  Decame  practically  unorganized." 

Since  1920,  however,  the  membership 
[has  steadily  progressed. 

The  churcn  has  minis. - 1  L.  - 


Don't  be  late 
for  church! 


What's  in  the 
Record 


MBC  schedule 


The  church  has  ministered  in  various 
ways  during  the  ensuing  years.  A 

^"Sabbath  School"  was  begun  in  1853  on 

an  irregular  basis.  A  permanent  Sunday 
School  was  begun  in  1911. 

The  state's  first  Ladies'  Missions 
I  Society  began  at  Bethel,  the  seeds  for  the 
current  Woman's  Missionary  Union. 

Woodville  Church  began  the  Fort 
Adams  Mission  in  1980,  just  recently 
constituted  as  a  church  —  the  newest 
*  church  in  the  oldest  association. 

CHURCH  TODAY  —  The  Woodville  Church  "This  is  a  good,  stable,  healthy 

Bunch  said.  "Of  course,  we 
!  same  challenges  of 

xadic  use  by  other  groups  until  Woodville-Bethel  other  churches,  like  reaching  young 
urch  occupied  it  in  1 854.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin)  couples,  but  we're  doing  fine." 


Burger  to  perform 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Perkins  family  and  probably  James  Cole 
were  some  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley.! 

After  building  their  homes,  the  fami-  building  of  today  is  the  modern  descendent  of  the  church, 
lies  met  for  worship.  Richard  Curtis,  Jr.,  original  church  built  around  1806,  which  was  in  face  many  of  the 

....  ,  r  *  11  j.  I  •  l-  .1 _ _ _ »!  I  it/ _ L  !ll  _  r*  _*.l _ I  _  il _ _1 _ 1 _  1 

already  a  licensed  preacher,  was  called  to  s] 
be  pastor  of  the  fledgling  congregation.  C 


Sunday  School  lessons 


The  meaning  of  brotherhood 


It's  sad  but  true  that  a  base¬ 
ball  cap  turned  in  the  wrong 
direction  can  be  a  death  sen¬ 
tence  on  some  city  streets  in 
this  country. 

Mississippians  are  apparent¬ 
ly  unable  to  talk  civilly  about  a 
subject  as  simple  as  the  future  of 
the  state  flag,  preferring  instead 


VOfcRfc  IOOWN6  FOR  A  CHURCH 
WOMB  —  BUT  MOOTIN'  W6'R6 
WOOfclNG  FCR  A  HOME . 


Editor's 

Notebook 


is  in  _  w 

now  to  hurl  cynicaf  insults  and  child-  I  I  x J  I  1*^ 

ish  accusations  at  each  other.  1  I  (f  a)  >  nt»*  7  V  1 

lood-  Even  Southern  Baptists  can-  I  I  \k  (l  #VN 

leath  not  get  along,  much  to  the  dis-  l  I  |  S'-  yyAvW  Jl  j 

■aelis  may  of  those  of  us  who  grew  V— "*  |  /\  j  p  fin  vf /J  \  t  7X 

aliat-  up  in  the  generations  when  /\\  f  /wv  L— — JJ 

:e  to  Southern  Baptists  were  the  /  \\  A  /  '  lf\f 

upon  most  monolithic,  focused  [  If  V  \  '  \ 

evangelism /mission-sending  If  7  Bh  j xqk  >  '^s\  ) 

intry  group  the  world  had  ever  seen.  I  1  |H  M  \J\  'b  'm,  / 

>auai  As  the  Baptist  General  _  -  ,1  j  \  \  1  •  \J  s-*  T*"7 

itil  a  Convention  of  Texas  seeks  a  1 1  \1  U  HtiiJ 

[  war  unilateral  divorce  from  the  «lJ|  W  Bl  T"1  9 

tyrs"  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  JU.-J  W  /  'a 

r  to  denominational  leaders  spend  ^^B  "j  n*  /]  /  f  iMIfthA? 

tear  thousands  of  Cooperative  \/  V, _ j  ]  ** 

Program  dollars  —  given  by  |  7  T  \ 

y  the  you  and  me  for  the  work  of  /  \  AVuW 

chil-  the  Lord  —  on  slick,  expen-  /  JL.  ] 

with  sive  brochures  and  Internet  I  (  \\ 

/  are  web  sites  designed  to  trash 
acci-  Texas  Baptist  leaders  who  ' 

oppose  them. 

rican  Whatever  happened  to  the  their  idea  by  acclamation. 

I  and  concept  of  brotherhood  —  all  of  us  acting  as  Possibly  a  person's  candidate  for  conven- 
who  brothers  in  a  fellowship  that  will  advance  tion  office  will  be  defeated.  Perhaps  some 
i  the  our  particular  purpose  of  winning  the  one  won't  be  selected  to  serve  on  the  corn- 
world  to  Jesus?  mittee  he/she  really  wanted, 

ist  of  Maybe  all  these  warring  groups  should  Be  absolutely  certain  of  one  fact,  however, 

even  come  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  next  week  to  see  —  when  Mississippi  Baptists  depart  their 
orld,  what  brotherhood  is  all  aDout.  They  should  convention  they  will  have  resolutely  declared 
eavi-  attend  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  for  the  165th  time  that  nothing  is  more  impor- 
w  to  It  is  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  tant  to  them  than  accomplishing  our  Lord's 
that  the  belligerents  will  see  people  from  the  Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20). 
rages  far  reaches  of  the  state,  rural/urban/subur-  They  will  put  aside  petty  differences 
her.  ban  alike,  declaring  in  a  single  unified  voice  (what  isn't  petty  compared  to  the  Great 
illing  their  intention  to  bring  Mississippi  (and  the  Commission/)  and  go  forth  to  make  a  dif- 
men,  world)  to  Jesus.  ference  in  this  world  for  Jesus, 

imon  That's  not  to  imply  there  won't  be  dis-  To  do  so  will  require  courage,  commit- 

i  as  agreements  or  expressions  of  different  ment,  sacrifice,  and  a  demonstration  of  the 
wise  viewpoints.  Someone  may  get  their  feel-  true  meaning  of  brotherhood. 

ings  nurt  when  messengers  don't  adopt  May  the  Lord  bless  our  efforts. 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 
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Xstop  watching 

umpire  a  children's  tee-ball  is  just  a  game  tofie  enjoyed  today, 

game.  The  kids  were  as  cute  as  talked  about  tomorrow,  and  forgotten 

they  could  be,  but  the  parents  r  *  /  •  *  the  day  afterward.  Keep  us  mindful 

were  something  else.  J  J  S  11/1  St  CL  QCL1YLC  °f  this,  dear  God,  for  we  are  human 

At  one  point,  a  kid  was  J  <3  and  we  easily  lose  our  perspective 

tagged  out  at  home  plate.  Yet,  a  and  allow  the  things  that  are  most 

run  was  added  to  the  score-  By  Joe  N.  McKeever,  pastor  important  to  become  the  victims  of 

board.  Between  innings,  I  asked  T  the  things  important.  Amen. 

my  friend  the  umpire  about  First  Church ,  Kenner,  La. 

that.  "I  did  call  him  out,"  he  That  prayer  should  be  offered 

said,  "but  it  angered  the  par-  before  every  meet,  contest, 

ents  so  much,  I  decided  to  let  it  game!"  That  seems  to  me  the  Austin's  University  Baptist  game,  race,  match,  and  bout,  at 
count.  I  don't  need  the  grief  question  of  the  hour:  why  don't  Church  prayed  the  invocation,  every  level  from  little  league  to 
these  adults  can  dish  out."  we  just  let  people  enjoy  the  Those  wno  heard  him  that  day  the  Olympics  to  the  pros. 

Recently,  we  all  heard  of  a  game  —  because  that's  all  it  is.  never  forgot  the  prayer.  Someone  somewhere  needs 

father  who  killed  the  coach  of  Somewhere  I  heard  of  a  to  inject  some  sanity  into  sport, 

his  children's  hockey  team  Nebraska  fan  who  lives  and  Dear  God,  to  remind  the  spectators  and 

because  he  did  not  care  for  the  dies  by  his  team's  fortunes.  It  is  clear  that  Thou  has  given  us  participants  that  in  real  life  what 
way  the  game  was  being  run.  who  had  the  name  of  the  school  life  with  many  different  shades  and  we  are  doing  here  today 
In  Florida  not  long  ago,  a  fight  engraved  on  his  teeth,  and  who  colors.  For  this  we  are  grateful.  We  amounts  to  zero,  zip,  nada, 
involving  more  than  a  hun-  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  pur-  humbly  accept  the  fact  that  some  absolutely  nothing.  This  is  fun 
dred  parents,  coaches,  and  chase  a  casket  for  himself  in  his  things  in  our  lives  are  not  very  time,  let-your-hair-down-and- 
p  layers  broke  out  when  one  school  colors.  When  asked  important.  They  are  to  be  enjoyed  but  relax  time.  If  our  side  wins,  fine; 
side  scored  a  disputed  touch-  what  he  thought  of  this,  one  of  not  taken  too  seriously.  The  occasion  if  the  other  side  wins,  no  prob- 
down.  Do  you  get  the  impres-  the  school's  coaches  said,  "I  that  brings  us  together  today  is  one  of  lem  —  because  it's  just  a  game. 

sion  that  some  people  lose  think  he  needs  to  get  a  life."  those  happy  interludes  in  life.  Help  . - . 

their  perspective  at  their  chil-  Often  the  coaches  and  players  us  to  accept  it  as  such.  Source  of  information  on 

dren's  ball  games?  have  the  game  in  better  per-  In  thu  presence  we  know  that  no  Smith's  prayer:  Trinity  Trumpet 

The  legendary  Yankee  catch-  spective  than  their  fans.  issues  cf  great  importance  are  going  newsletter,  Trinity  Church,  San 

er  Yogi  Berra  watched  as  a  bat-  In  November  1953,  as  the  to  be  settled  here  this  afternoon.  No  Antonio,  Texas. 
ter  stepped  up  to  the  plate  and  University  of  Texas  and  Baylor  souls  are  going  to  be  lost  or  saved  by  McKeever  served  a  number  of 

made  the  sign  of  the  cross.  Yogi  University  gathered  on  the  the  final  figures  on  the  scoreboard,  churches  in  Mississippi,  and  is  the 
said,  "Hey,  friend,  why  dorvt  field  for  their  annual  football  No  great  cause  is  at  stake.  It  is  one  cf  longtime  editorial  cartoonist  for 
we  just  let  the  Lord  enjoy  the  game.  Pastor  Blake  Smith  of  those  pleasures  which  Thou  has  The  Baptist  Record. 
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Guest  Opinion: 

■ _ 

It's  just  a  game 

By  Joe  N.  McKeever,  pastor 

First  Church,  Kenner,  La. 

Missionaries  appointed  for  church-planting 


WOODSTOCK,  Ga.  (BP)  —  the  unmistakable  call  that  God  "Have  you  said  yes?  Has 
An  October  1  commissioning  ser-  was  leading  him  and  his  wife,  God  called  you  to  places?  That 
vice  gave  North  American  mis-  Kristie,  to  something  different,  doesn't  mean  you  nave  to  pack 
sionary  Vance  Pitman  an  oppor-  "We  said  'yes,'"  he  said.  up  and  go  to  Las  Vegas,  or 

tunity  to  share  with  his  sponsor-  It  was  a  few  weeks  later  that  Boston,  or  Philadelphia,  or 
ing  congregation  how  God  had  they  received  the  call  from  Chicago.  But  have  you  said 
called  him  to  lead  a  church-plant-  Johnny  Hunt,  pastor  of  the  yes?  I  pray  tonight  that  if  you 
ing  team  in  Las  Vegas.  Woodstock  Church,  asking  him  haven't,  you  wilL" 

The  church  plant  in 
Las  Vegas  is  part  of  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board's  Strategic  Focus 
Cities  evangelism  and 
church  planting  empha¬ 
sis,  which  will  focus  on 
Boston  and  Las  Vegas 
next  year  and  Seattle  and 
Philadelphia  in  2002. 

For  Alanna  Davis,  it 
was  a  similar  shaping 
process  by  God  that 
brought  her  from  success 
in  network  television  to 
her  current  role  as  a  lay 
church  planter  among 
pscale  professionals  in 
^Boston.  After  accepting 
Christ  she  suffered  a  series 
of  professional  and  per¬ 
sonal  setbacks,  including 
having  her  financial  assets 
embezzled  and  being 
SENT  WITH  PRAYER  —  Members  of  First  Church,  Woodstock,  Ga.,  pray  robbed  multiple  times, 
for  missionaries  Jeff  and  Myra  Riley  during  a  North  American  Mission  Board  The  experiences  made 
commissioning  service  in  early  October.  The  Rileys  are  serving  as  church  her  realize  the  needs  even 
planters  on  the  staff  of  a  new  church  plant  in  Las  Vegas.  (BP  photo)  among  the  affluent  for  a 

— - : -  relationship  with  God. 

In  a  service  marked  with  cel-  to  consider  being  pastor  of  the  "Underneath  their  disguises  of 
ebratory  worship,  fervent  Las  Vegas  congregation.  It  was  sociability  and  success  ...  drey  too 
prayer,  and  profound  grateful-  confirmation  or  God's  call.  hurt  and  fear  and  are  alone,  and  I 

ness  to  God,  Pitman  joined  69  "During  that  period  ..:  I  told  know  how  they  feel,"  she  said, 
other  missionaries  —  a  total  of  Kristie,  'I  think  I  need  to  be  "God  has  given  me  my  heart's 
33  couples  and  four  single  mis-  under  some  godly  men  for  a  desire. ...  What  man  intended  for 
sionartes  —  being  commis-  while  to  be  healed,'"  he  said,  evil,  God  intended  for  good." 
sioned  as  church  planter  interns  "And  since  I  had  such  a  strong  Robert  E.  Reccord,  president 
by  the  North  American  Mission  pastor's  heart,  there  were  only  of  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  at  the  Atlanta-area  First  two  men  I  would  be  willing  to  Board,  shared  with  the  congre- 
Church  of  Woodstock.  serve  under  —  and  that's  my  gation  how  God's  call  through- 

Pitman  told  of  how  he  had  dad  and  Johnny  Hunt,"  he  saia.  out  the  Bible  was  just  as  per- 
been  humbled  through  a  bad  His  challenge  for  the  congre-  sonal.  God  called  his  servants 
experience  at  a  previous  church,  gation  was  for  the  same  sort  of  by  name,  he  said,  from  Noah 
and  how  one  morning  he  felt  openness  to  God's  call.  and  Abram  in  the  Old 

_  Testament  to  Zacchaeus  and 

Saul  in  the  New  Testament. 

"He's  calling  every  one  of  us 
by  name.  And  he  says,  'I  have  a 
plan  for  you,'"  Reccord  said. 

Reccord  told  how  God's  call 
on  the  lives  of  a  string  of  lead¬ 
ers  called  by  God  —  beginning 
with  the  Sunday  School  teacher 
who  led  D.L.  Moody  to  Christ 
—  resulted  in  the  profession  of 
faith  and  subsequent  ministry 
of  evangelist  Billy  Graham. 


the  unmistakable  call  that  God 
was  leading  him  and  his  wife, 
Kristie,  to  something  different. 
"We  said  'yes,'"  he  said. 

It  was  a  few  weeks  later  that 
they  received  the  call  from 
Johnny  Hunt,  pastor  of  the 
Woodstock  Church,  asking  him 


planters  on  the  staff  of  a  new  church  plant  in  Las  Vegas.  (BP  photo) 


In  a  service  marked  with  cel¬ 
ebratory  worship,  fervent 
prayer,  and  profound  grateful¬ 
ness  to  God,  Pitman  joined  69 
other  missionaries  —  a  total  of 
33  couples  and  four  single  mis¬ 
sionaries  —  being  commis¬ 
sioned  as  church  planter  interns 
by  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  at  the  Atlanta-area  First 
Church  of  Woodstock. 

Pitman  told  of  how  he  had 
been  humbled  through  a  bad 
experience  at  a  previous  church, 
and  how  one  morning  he  felt 


to  consider  being  pastor  of  the 
Las  Vegas  congregation.  It  was 
confirmation  of  God's  call. 

"During  that  period  ..:  I  told 
Kristie,  'I  think  I  need  to  be 
under  some  godly  men  for  a 
while  to  be  healed,'"  he  said. 
"And  since  I  had  such  a  strong 
pastor's  heart,  there  were  only 
two  men  I  would  be  willing  to 
serve  under  —  and  that's  my 
dad  and  Johnny  Hunt,"  he  said. 

His  challenge  for  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  for  the  same  sort  of 
openness  to  God's  call. 


Channel  One  restricts  ads 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  On  day,  has  never  aired  adver- 
the  heels  of  a  Federal  Trade  tisements  for  R-rated  movies 
Commission  report  and  con-  or  M-rated  games  and  over  a 
tentious  appearances  by  year  ago  began  to  screen  ads 
Hollywood  producers  before  for  PG-13  movies  to  deter- 
the  U.S.  Senate  Commerce  mine  their  appropriateness 
Committee,  an  organization  for  a  high  school  student-only 
that  provides  a  daily  news  audience,  reported  a  Channel 
program  for  school  One  executive.  In 

students  announced  exchange  for  pro- 

ahead  of  the  viding  schools  tele¬ 
curve  on  curbing  visions  and  video- 

the  airing  of  adver-  cassette  recorders, 

tisements  and 

for  R-  ,  _  t  dish  to 

LCd'rc!  Channel  One  Network  ;;  j  ‘ 

13-rated  the  net- 

movies  to  underage  children  work's  signal,  Channel  One 
—  and  the  network  gave  asks  teachers  to  begin  each 
Southern  Baptists  at  least  par-  class  day  viewing  their  youth- 
tial  credit  for  increasing  its  focused  news  program, 
sensitivity  to  the  issue  of  mar-  A  study  conducted  by  the 
keting  movies  and  other  teen-  Parents  Television  Council  of 
related  products  to  the  nearly  advertisements  during  televi- 
8  million  students  in  the  sion's  so-called  "family  hour" 
schools  it  serves.  —  between  8  and  9  p.m. 

Channel  One,  a  private  net-  Eastern  time  —  revealed  that 
work  that  airs  a  12-minute  83%  of  the  ads  for  movies 
newscast  to  12,000  middle,  during  that  time  were  for  R- 
junior,  and  high  schools  each  rated  films. 


He  also  told  the  story  of 
another  man's  commitment  to 
the  call  God  made  on  his  life  to 
tell  the  people  of  China  about 
the  good  news  of  Christ. 
William  Borden,  heir  to  the 
Borden  dairy  corporation,  had 
accepted  Cnrist  while  on  an 
around-the-world  cruise  with  a 
friend.  The  friend  arranged  for 
Borden  to  meet  and  hear  stories 
from  missionaries  at  every  port. 

Borden  gave  up  leadership 
of  his  family's  company  to  obey 
God's  call,  telling  his  parents, 
"The  job  isn't  big  enough.  I've 
got  to  see  people  come  to  Jesus 
as  Savior.  That's  the  job  (to 
which)  God  is  calling  me." 

When  he  became  stricken 
with  a  fatal  illness  in  Cairo  dur- 
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ing  language  school,  he  remained 
faithful  A  piece  of  paper  found 
near  his  body  after  his  death  con¬ 
tained  his  last  six  words,  "No 
reserve,  no  regret,  no  retreat." 

"Tonight,  can  you  say,  'No 
reserve,  I'm  not  holding  on  to 
anything  except  [God];  no 
retreat,  Fm  not  sorry  for  what  I 

fave  up  for  one  minute...,"' 
eccora  said. 
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A  team  of  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union  members  spend  a  week 
at  Uptown  Church,  Chicago,  preparing  meals  for  the  homeless  and  perform¬ 
ing  other  ministry  duties.  Meal  attendance  picks  up  when  the  homeless  hear 
that  the  Mississippians  will  be  preparing  banana  pudding  for  dessert. 


G.  Norman  Price,  former  pastor  of  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  announces 
his  retirement  from  die  Southern  Baptist  International  Mission  Board  in 
Richmond,  where  he  served  as  associate  secretary  of  the  Mission  Education 
and  Promotion  Department,  later  renamed  the  Communications  Department. 


The  Baptist  Record  urges  that  all  Baptist  churches  in  the  state  give  their  pas¬ 
tor  the  honor  of  attending  the  1950  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  Jackson. 
"Full-time  churches  should  allow  at  least  $50  a  day  to  cover  necessary  expens¬ 
es  for  travel,  hotel,  and  meal.  Halftime  churches  on  a  pro  rata  basis...  $25." 


NEWLY  APPOINTED  — 
North  American  Mission  Board 
President  Robert  E.  Reccord 
(left)  presents  a  certificate  of 


anters  Brett  and  Lacey 
aragni  during  the  early 
October  commissioning  ser¬ 
vice  at  First  Church, 
Woodstock,  Ga.  The  Maragnis 
are  serving  as  church  planters 
in  Orange  Fbrk,  Fla.  (BP  photo) 
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2000  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Monday,  October  30 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Education  Association  fallluncheon,  1 1 :30  a. m.,  •  Southwestern  Seminary  alurrim  luncheon,  11:45  a.m.,  Calvary  Church, 

Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison.  $12.00  per  person.  Contact  Lewis  Harrell,  First  Jackson.  $8.00  per  person.  Contact  David  Wills  or  Linda  Reeves,  (601)  292-3298  or 
Church,  Indianola,  at  (662)  887-2241.  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  298.  E-mail:  dwills@mbcb.org. 

•  Ministers'  Wives  Conference,  1  p.m.,  fifth  floor  of  First  Church,  Jackson.  •  Southern  Seminary  alumni  luncheon,  noon.  Baptist  Buildfng  Skyroom.  $6  per 

Contact  Kay  McDonnell,  (601)  292-3305  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-  person  at  the  door.  Contact  Jimmy  Porter,  (601)  292-3329  or  toll-free  outside 
1651,  ext.  305.  E-mail:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org.  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  329.  E-mail:  jporter@mbcb.org. 


•  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastors  Conference  afternoon  session,.  1:30  p.m.,  sanctuary 
of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

•  Lay  Missions  Conference,  3  p.m., 

First  Church,  Brandon.  Contact  Gail 
Wood,  (601)  292-3334  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  334. 

E-mail:  gwood@mbcb.org. 

•  Lay  Missions  banquet.  $8.50  per 
person  (reservations  required).  Contact 
Gail  Wood,  (601)  292-3334  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 

334.  E-mail:  gwood@mbcb.org. 

•  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastors 
Conference  evening  session,  6:30  p.m., 
sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 


Contact  David  Sapp,  (662)  473-4447. 

•  New  Orleans  Seminary  alumni 
luncheon,  noon,  First  Church,  Jackson. 
$10.00  per  person.  Contact  Ben  James 
at  (662)  326-3928  or  NOBTS  Alumni 
office  at  (504)  282-4455,  ext.  3291 . 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  sec¬ 
ond  session,  1:30  p.m.,  sanctuary  of 
First  Church,  Jackson. 


Interstate  55 


•  Chaplains  fall  banquet,  4:45  p.m., 
Baptist  Building  Skyroom,  Jackson.  $8.50 
per  person  if  non-member.  Contact 
Elaine  Smith  (601)  292-3361  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
361 .  E-mail:  esmith@mbcb.org.  1 

•  Blue  Mountain  College  ministerial 
alumni  association  dinner,  5:30  p.m., 
Galloway  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jackson.  Tickets  available  at  door  or  at 
the  Blue  Mountain  College  booth. 
Contact  Blue  Mountain  College  Alumni 
Office  at  (662)685-4771. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  third 
session,  6:30  p.m.,  sanctuary  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Tuesday,  October  31 

•  Annuitants  breakfast,  7:30  a.m., 
First  Church,  Jackson.  Contact  Robin 
Nichols,  (601)  292-3226  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)748-1651,  ext.  226.  E- 
mail:  rnichols@mbcb.org. 

•  Mississippi  College  Christian 
Service  alumni  continental  breakfast, 
7:30  a.m..  First  Church,  Jackson, 
Fellowship  Hall  West.  Contact  Lance 
Clay,  director  of  Alumni  Affairs,  at  (601) 
925-3000.  E-mail:  clay@mc.edu. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  First 
session,  8:25  a.m.,  sanctuary  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Mississippi 
Coliseum  j 


Wednesday,  November  1 

•  Bivocational  Ministers  Fellowship 
breakfast,  7^00  a.m.,  Baptist  Building 
Chapel,  Jackson.  Contact  Matt  BucklGs 
(601)  292-3308  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  308.  E- 
mail:  mbuckles.@mbcb.org. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
fourth  session,  8:25  a.m.,  sanctuary  of 
First  Church,  Jackson. 


•  Mississippi  College  School  of  Nursing, 
in  conjunction  with  Baptist  Health  Systems, 
Inc.,  will  offer  a  Health  Fair  from  9  a.m.-l 
p.m.  on  the  fourth  floor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson.  Total  cholesterol,  glucose,  blood 
pressure,  glaucoma,  hearing,  and  hemoglo¬ 
bin  screenings  will  be  provided  at  no 
charge.  Flu  shots  will  cost  $6. 


Jefferson 

Street 


Mississippians  answer  Bolivia  prayer  needs 


By  Cynthia  Broome,  member 

First  Church,  Clinton 


funds  to  purchase  10  pounds  of  com  seed  and 
10  pounds  of  rice  to  distribute  to  237  of  the 


fe 


A  year  ago  as  the  eyes  of  the  world 
focused  on  the  earthquake  disaster  in 
Turkey,  another  calamity  was  enveloping 
east-central  Bolivia.  Wildfires  raced  through 
the  fields  and  villages  of  the  Guarayo  peo- 
le,  destroying  more  than  500  homes  and 
eaving  more  man  3,000  people  homeless. 

Even  before  the  fires  were  out, 
Mississippians  were  alerted  to  the  tragedy. 
Three  Mississippi  natives,  Tom  and 
Cynthia  Martin  and  Trey  Wooton,  form  the 
Guarayo  Team. 

They  live  and  work  among  the 
Guarayos  as  representatives  of  the 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Utilizing  e-mail,  the  Martins  and  Wooton 
notified  a  group  of  individuals  and  churches 
across  the  state  and  immediately  hundreds 
of  people  began  praying  for  the  Guarayos. 

Once  the  fires  were  out,  Tom  Martin  0 
said,  "The  Guarayos  faced  a  onslaught  of 
physical  and  spiritual  needs." 

Mississippians  were  quick  to  respond  to 
those  needs,  contributing  $4,000  to  a  special 
Bolivian  Disaster  Recovery  Fund  established 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

In  the  area  around  Ascencion  de 
Guarayos,  the  fires  destroyed  more  than  1,000 
acres  of  crop  lands,  as  well  as  the  seeds  and 
farm  implements  needed  for  planting.  Martin 
used  Southern  Baptist  World  Hungei 


hahlest-hit  families. 

By  January  2000,  before  the  crops  could  be 
harvested,  there  was  little  food  in  the  village 
of  Urubicha,  where  the  Martins  and  Wooton 
live.  The  remaining  funds  from  Mississippi 
provided  three  tons  of  food  to  sustain  153 
families  as  they  waited  for  their  harvest. 

"The  disaster  has  opened  the  hearts  of 
the  people  in  the  Guarayo  area,"  Martin 


Hunger  Relief 


said.  "As  I  distributed  food  and  other 
goods  to  the  Guarayo  people,  I  made  them 
awar^  that  God  was  behind  it  all.  For  six 
months,  no  one  gave  me  thanks  for  any¬ 
thing.  I  shall  never  forget  the  first  time  a 
Guarayo  woman  told  me  'God  bless  you.' 
For  me,  that  was  a  spiritual  breakthrough." 

The  local  Baptist  church  distributed  more 
than  1,000  Spanish  Bibles  and  300  Guarayo 
New  Testaments.  Fifty  people  made  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  were  Daptized. 

Working  with  the  Guarayos  has  made 
team  members  aware  of  other  needs  in 
their  villages,  including  a  lack  of  medical 
care.  Volunteers  from  the  Magnolia  State 
are  planning  a  medical  mission  trip  to  San 
Pablo,  Bolivia,  in  March  of  2001. 

Heading  this  group  is  Ken  Moss,  a  lay¬ 
man  from  First  Churcn  in  Natchez,  Cynthia 
Martin's  home  church.  Members  of  Tom 
Martin's  home  church.  First  Church  in 
Yazoo  City,  are  also  involved  in  this  effort. 

The  team  believes  the  prayers  of  fellow 
Mississippians  are  laying  the  foundation 


for  meeting  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
Guarayos.  The  prayer  effort  is"  two¬ 
pronged,  involving  prayer  walking  and 
prayer  partnering. 

Prayer  partnerships  have  been  formed 
between  the  Guarayo  Team  and  a  number 
of  individuals  and  churches  across  the 
state.  First  Church  in  Richland  and  First 
Church  in  Natchez  have  been  recognized 
as  Global  Priority  Churches  by  1MB,  mean¬ 
ing  each  has  met  the  requirements  to  offi¬ 
cially  adopt  the  Guarayos. 

First  Church  in  Yazoo  City  and  the  62 
churches  of  Scott-Newton  Association 
have  also  partnered  with  the  Guarayo 
Team  in  prayer  efforts.  In  addition,  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  within  other 
Mississippi  churches  nave  answered  the 
call  to  prayer,  either  for  the  ministry  as  a 
whole  or  for  specific  Guarayo  villages. 


lans. 


prayers  a 

support  of  his  fellow  Mississh:  _ 

"As  we  began  to  see  God  at  work 
through  this  disaster,"  he  said,  "we  were 
overcome  by  God's  goodness  and  faithful¬ 
ness.  We  saw  prayers  answered." 

The  disaster  recovery  effort  has  begun  to 
wind  down,  but  the  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  of  the  Guarayos  continue.  - 

Anyone  who  wants  to  join  the  prayer 
partnership  or  to  learn  more  about  the 
Martin's  ministry  can  visit  the  Guarayo  Team 
website  at  www.byhisgrace.com/Wooton. 


If  My  People...Will  Vote 


We  are  only  days  away  from 
2000."  * 


"Election  2000."  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  candidates  have  been 
running  for  office  since  the 
early  1980's!  The  campaign  just 
goes  on,  and  on,  and  on.  Now, 
it  is  time  for  the  people  to 
decide  —  it  is  time  to  vote! 

Voting  is  a  cherished  gift  of 
democracy.  While  millions  of 
people  around  the  world  cannot 
envision  a  society  in  which  they 
can  express  themselves  or  have 
input  to  shape  their  own  destiny 
and  select  their  own  leaders, 
many  here  in  America  choose 
not  to  participate  in  the  process. 

Some  say  their  vote  will  not 
count  and  mat  it  doesn't  make  a 
difference  whether  they  vote  or 
not.  That  is  not  true  and  your 
ballot  does  make  a  difference! 
Here  in  America  it  is  our  privi¬ 
lege  to  participate  in  a  plan  of 
self-government.  On  a  four-year 
cycle,  the  election  process  brings 
about  an  orderly  revolution. 

It  is  important  for  everyone 
to  participate,  but  even  with  the 
vote  being  as  important  as  it  is, 
there  are  some  things  of  greater 
importance. 

When  God  spoke  to  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  2  Chron.  7:14,  he  did  not 
say,  "If  my  people,  which  are 
called  by  my  name,  will  vote..." 
For  the  Christian,  there  are 
things  that  exceed  the  ballot  box 
—  things  which,  as  the  election 
approaches,  we  cannot  forget. 

God  names  the  things  that 
we  ought  to  do  and  then  he 
says  that  he  will  heal- the  land. 
While  this  is  an  important  vote, 
the  issues  outlined  by  God  are 
more  important. 

"Lf  my  people  will  humble 
themselves..."  Humility  is  a  lost 
spiritual  commodity  in  our 
day.  "We  will  bow  to  no  one!" 


‘Directi 


be 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


"We  have  a  right  and  we  are 
strong  enough  that  nobody 1 


rub  our  noses  in  the  dirt!  Yet, 
God  calls  for  humility  within 
his  people.  A  humble  spirit 
eradicates  self-centeredness, 
pushy-positioning,  and  arro¬ 
gance.  A  humble  spirit  recog¬ 
nizes  our  true  position  of  frailty 
apart  from  the  strength  of  the 
God  who  made  us.  4 

We  have  nothing  about  which 
to  be  boastful  and  everything 
about  which  to  be  dependent. 

"If  my  people  will  pray..." 
We  should  declare  November  6 
a  day  of  prayer.  While  we  vote 
on  the  7th,  wouldn't  it  be 
remarkable  if  churches  across 
our  land  opened  their  doors, 
not  for  a  preaching  and  praise 
service,  but  simply  for  people  to 
come  and  pray  —  really  pray! 
Praying  —  not  just  ordering 
God  to  do  what-we  think  ought 
to  be  done,  but  asking  God 
what  he  would  have  us  to  do. 

I  know  that  prayer  is  taboo  in 
the  schoolrooms.  Prayer  is  not 
even  supposed  to  make  its 
appearance  at  football  games.  Yet, 
you  know,  the  only  people  who 
can  stop  us  from  praying  is  us! 

I  am  somewhat  amazed  by 
the  fact  that  judges,  politicians, 
and  legislative  folks  seem  to 
know  about  the  power  of 
prayer  more  them  the  people  of 
God  do.  Join  me  and  join  others 
on  November  6th  ana  pray. 


"If  my  people  will  seek  m 
face..."  What  a  beauti 
incredible  picture  this  is  of  the 
people  of  God  turned  toward 
nim,  looking  into  his  iace  and 
waiting  to  respond  to  do  what¬ 
ever  he  would  desire. 

In  Matthew  18:10,  Jesus 
describes  the  angels 
encircling  the  throne 
.  of  God  and  he  says 
that  they,  "do  always 
behold  the  face,  of 
my  father  which  is  in 
heaven." 

The  picture  that 
Jesus  describes  is  of 
the  host  of  angels 
who  sit  with  anticipa¬ 
tion  and  expectation, 
and  are  poised  and 
ready  to  respond  at 
the  very,  notion  that 
God  wants  them  to 
do  something.  No 
doubt,  God  looks  for 
the  same  kind  of  will¬ 
ing,  ready,  obedient 
hearts  within  us. 

"If  my  people  will 
turn  from  their 
wicked  ways..."  I  do 
not  believe  that  God 
has  a  list  of  two  or 
three  wicked  ways, 
but  whatever  it  may 
be  in  your  life  or 
mine  that  God  has 
shown  us,  convicted 
us,  corralled  us,  and 


convinced  us  needs  to 
changed,  we  need  to  turn. 

Wicked  ways  can  be  terrible, 
outward,  overt  sins  that  the 
whole  world  can  see,  or  wicked 
ways  can  be  internalized,  hos¬ 
tile,  hateful  feelings,  and  even 
our  perpetual  bad  attitudes. 
God -says,  "Turn!" 

While  millions  are  speculat¬ 
ing  on  what  will  happen  if  the 
vote  turns  out  one  way  or  the 
other,  I  wonder  what  would 
happen  if  we,  the  people  of 
Goa,  truly  listened  to  him  and 
responded  even  before  we 
voted.  According  to  Scripture, 
We  could  look  for  a  new  land  to 
be  shaped  under  the  guidance 
and  plan  of  God. 


Burger  to 
perform  at 
First,  Brandon 


Anthony  Burger,  interna¬ 
tionally-acclaimed  pianist  for 
the  Gaither  Vocal  Band  and 
their  Homecoming  video 
series,  wil‘ 


perform  at  7 
p.m.  on 
October  26 
at  First 
Church, 
Brandon. 

Burger 
was  the 


Burger 


yo  u  n  gestl 
student  ever 
accepted  to 
the  Univer-sity  of  Tennessee's 
Cadek  Conservatory  of  Music, 
and  has  performed  at  the 
White  House.  He  received 
Singing  News  Magazine's 
Favorite  Musician  Award  for 
ten  consecutive  years,  after 
which  it  was  named  the 
Anthony  Burger  Award.  He 
twice  received  Gospel  Voice 
magazine's  Instrumentalist 
Award  and  has  been  named 
Musician  of  the  year  three 
times  by  the  Southern  Gospel 
Music  Association.  Burger  nas 
also  performed  as  part  of  three 
Billy  Graham  Crusades. 

There  is  no  admission 
charge  for  this  event.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken.  For 
more  information,  contact  First 
Church,  Brandon,  at  (601 )  825- 
6766. 


♦ 
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Strong  Hope  Church,  row)  Wanda  McGee,  leader;  The  37th  Santa  Rosa 
Wesson,  held  its  WMU  Amber  Morgan;  Corey  Bates;  Reunion  will  be  held  at  First 
Recognition  Service  on  Aug.  6.  Kelli  Ryan;  Ashlee  Mullins;  and  Church,  Nicholson,  at  1  p.m.  on 
Mission  Friends  pictured  are  Penny  Martin,  leader.  Nov.  12.  Santa  Rosa  Church  was 

(from  left)  Meagan  Berch;  RAs  are  (first  row)  Dylan  organized  as  a  mission  on  Nov. 
Brandon  Runyan;  Jessa  Martin;  Berch,  Adam  Williams,  and  21, 1947.  The  mission  entered  the 
Brianna  Savage;  and  Morgan  Micheal  Middleton;  (second  Pearl  River  Association  on  Oct. 
Acy;  (second  row)  Lesa  row)  Aaron  Cagle,  Benton  Bell,  2,  1949.  In  1963  the  church  was 
Williams,  leader;  Noah  Martin;  Clay  Bowlin,  and  Ben  Head.  forced  to  disband  and  the  gov- 
Karen  Middleton,  leader;  Paige  Acteens  are  Maggie  Morgan;  emment  gave  the  church  $42,500 
Lewis;  Pam  Moore,  leader;  and  Crystal  Ryan;  Janie  Jackson,  for  the  property.  After  all  debts 
Una  Acy,  leader;  not  pictured,  leader;  '  Amanda  Jackson;  were  paid  the  church  had  a  bal- 
Brice  Runyan  ana  Blake  Heather  Morgan;  and  Mandi  ance  of  $36,171.53.  This  was  set 
Runyan.  Elkins;  not  pictured,  Beth  Ryan,  up  in  the  "First  Baptist  Church 

GAs  are  (first  row)  Katie  Youth  on  Missions  are  Cathy  of  Santa  Rosa  Memorial  Trust 
McGee;  Georgia  Bowlin;  Ryan,  leader;  Mandi  Elkins;  Fund"  with  the  Mississippi 
Katliyn  Savage;  Jessica  Jackson;  Amanda  Jackson;  Crystal  Ryan;  Baptist  Foundation.  The  interest 
and  Christina  Bates;  (second  Maggie  Morgan;  Heather  each  year  goes  to  the 

_ Morgan;  Bradley  Middleton;  Cooperative  Program.  The  Santa 

'  Wesley  Page;  Scott  Mullins;  Earl  Rosa  reunion  is  always  held  the 

Bell;  Corey  Gemilli;  Brent  Holly,  second  Sunday  in  November, 
leader;  and  Holly  Ferguson;  not  For  more  information  call  Irma 
^  pictured,  Heather  Bowlin,  leader.  K.  Frierson  at  (601)  798-6306. 


Vacation  Bible  School  (pic¬ 
tured)  was  held  June  5-9  at 
First  Church,  Crystal  Springs, 
with  1 76  in  attendance.  Angie 
Mosley  was  director. 


announces. . 
new  OCU 


Mission  Friends  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


Baptist  Health  Systems  has 
announced  the  opening  of  a 
new  outpatient  cardiopul¬ 
monary  unit  (OCU),  wnich 
will  provide  a  variety  of  heart- 
and  lung-related  services  on 
an  outpatient  basis*  The  new 
unit,  which  opened  in 
September,  will  allow  patients 
to  receive  all  their  cardiac  and 
pulmonary  cafe  in  one  central 
location.  In  addition,  patients 
can  come  to  the  OCU  for 
assessment  before  their  sched¬ 
uled  procedure,  can  be  admit¬ 
ted  and  discharged  directly 
from  the  unit,  andean  pre-reg¬ 
ister  for  future  procedures. 

Steve  Jackson,  director  of 
Baptist  Heart  Services,  noted 
that  a  number  of  procedures 
will  be  available  at  the  OCU, 
including  diagnostic  cardiac 
catheterizations,  pacemaker 
implantations,  stent  and  bal¬ 
loon  angioplasties,  and  bron¬ 
choscopies.  He  added  that 
advances  in  medical  technolo¬ 
gy  have  made  it  possible  to 
perform  many  of  these  ser¬ 
vices  in  an  outpatient  setting, 
without  requiring  an  overnight 
hospital  stay. 

-  For  more  information  about 
the  OCU,  or  about  Baptist's 
low-cost  heart  screening  pro¬ 
gram,  call  Baptist's  Health  Line 
at  (601)  948-6262  or  (800) 
948-6262. 


Acteens  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


GAs  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


Youth  on  Mission  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 

The  Kilgore  Sisters  will  be  in  Fall  Festival  will  be  held  at 
concert  at  Holcomb  Church,  Country  Woods  Church, 
North  Central  Association,  on  Jackson,  6-8  p.m.,  on  Oct.  31.  For 
Sunday,  Oct.  29,  at  6  p.m.  Randy  additional  information  call  (601) 
Ashley  is  pastor.  371-7955. 

Good  Hope  Church,  Leake  The  Sons  of  Faith  will  be  fea- 
Association,  will  have  Harvest  tured  in  a  gospel  concert  at 
Day  on  Oct.  29.  Sunday  School  Gatesville  Church,  Crystal 
wifl  be  held  at  10  a.m.  with  wor-  Springs,  Oct  29,  at  the  11  a.m. 
ship  at  11  a.m.  Wayne  McGee,  worship  service. 

Eastor,  will  bring  the  message. 

unch  will  follow  the  morning  The  14th  annual  "Scenes  of 
worship  service.  Christ,"  a  depiction  of  the  life 

and  times  of  Jesus  Christ,  will  be 
.  The  Hennington  Family  will  presented  at  Improve  Church, 
be  in  concert  at  Park  Haven  Columbia,  on  Dec.  2  and  3.  The 
Church,  Laurel,  Oct.  29  at  6  p.m.  times  are  6-8  p.m. 


RAs  of  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 
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Corners  Steve  Walker,  music  evange-  Walker  will  also  be  in  concert 
antebellum  list  from  Pinola,  will  be  in  con-  Oct.  29  at  Harmony  Church, 
home,  cert  at  Friendship  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  Copiah 
Pictured  Brookhaven,  Oct.  29  at  1:30  Association,  at  6  p.m.  For  more 
(from  left,  p.m.  For  more  information  call  information  call  Harmony 
front  row)  Friendship  Church  at  (601)  833-  Church  at  (601)  892-1121.  Clark 
are  Brittany  5603.  Jimmy  Houston  is  pastor.  Stewart  is  pastor. 

A  m  a  n  d  a  •If' ''  J  4  *  \ 

Gettinger.  r*  \  *  *“0®  *  ’  ■"  ’ 
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yatoii  |.\  1  i  o  I  e 
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pictured: 

Acteens  of  Highland  Church,  Vicksburg  Louann  and 

Christen 

Acteens  of  Highland  Church,  Amick,  and  Jackie  Richardson 
Vicksburg,  were  recently  hon-  and  Gayle  Gettinger,  leaders, 
ored  at  a  reception  at  The  Brian  Ivey  is  pastor. 


*  First  baptismal  service  at  the  new  facility  of  Iglesia  Nueva  Vida  v 
Esperanza,  Sunflower  Association.  Congregation  and  community  look 
on  as  pastor  Tino  Trevino  (in  front  of  door)  prepares  to  baptize.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Benjamin  Garcia,  Antonio  Vasquez,  and  Veronica 
Zapata.  Calvary  Church,  Rarchman,  sponsors  the  Hispanic  mission. 


A.  Hilton  Lane,  retired  Freedom  Church,  Laurel, 

North  American  Mission  Board  has  called  Charles  Burks  as 
missionary  is  currently  serving  associate  pastor  effective  Sept, 
as  interim  pastor  at  First  25.  He  previously  served  as 
Church,  Marks.  minister  of  youth  and  educa¬ 

tion  at  Hurley  Church. 

New  Hope  Church, 

Coffeeville,  has  called  Billy  Green's  Creek  Church,  Petal, 

Hill  of  Bruce  as  pastor  effective  has  called  Tim  Nelson  as  minis- 
in  September.  A  native  of  ter  of  music  effective  Sept.  27. 
Calhoun  County,  Hill  previous-  His  previous  place  of  service  was 
ly  served  at  Parker  Church,  Temple  Church,  Petal. 

Calhoun  Association. 

iMinfiTi  mill  in  '..in  West  End  Church,  Louisville, 

has  called  John  L.  Gainer  as  pas- 
§►  tor  e^ectue  Get.  1.  Having 

*.34-.,  HUB  entered  the  ministry  at  age  1 7, 
a.m.,  followed  by  fellowship  din-  Gainer  has  preached  about  35 
ner;  Joel  Hudson,  pastor;  Rick  years  in  the  surrounding  coun- 
Holifield,  minister  of  music.  ties  of  Monroe,  Oktibbeha,  and 


When  you’re  pregnant,  sometimes 
all  you  can  think  of  are  the  problems 
We’ll  help  you  find  the  solutions. 

•  Comprehensive  adoption  services 

•  Free,  confidential  counseling 

L  •  Choose  the  adoption  plan 
It  that  fits  you  best 

&  www.bethany.org 
f  1  -800-BETHANY 

24  Hours/ 7  Days  JjCttl&Tiy 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 
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Immanuel 

Church, 

Greenwood, 

honored 


McBride, 
church  secre¬ 
tary  of  27 
years,  with 
Dolly 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 
948-3391 .  Since  1965. 

INTBtKNt  ELEMENTS  STAINQ>  GLASS 
STUDIO:  Custom  church  windows. 
Columbus  -  toll  free  1-877-477-1899. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 
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Get  a  free  analysis  from  The  Specialist! 
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PHONE:  ( 


BEST  TIME  TO  CALL: 


Send  to: 

Church  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
3000  Schuster  Lane,  P.O.  Box  357 
Merrill,  WI  54452 


Church  A 
Mutual/1 

INI  IMCIAIIII 


our  services  and  these  tapes  will  as  interim  organist.  Rex  Yancey 
be  carried  into  the  nursing  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
homes  and  the  homes  of  elderly  Pictured  with  Anderson  (back- 
and  shut-ins,"  said  “Danny  Irvin,  ground)  is  Ron  Ellzey,  chairman 
pastor  of  Immanuel  Church.  of  the  personnel  committee. 


Last  year,  1 2,000  churches  took  advantage  of  the  free  on-site 
insurance  needs  analysis  from  Church  Mutual  —  the  company  that 
protects  more  churches  than  any  other.  They  compared  their  present 
policy  with  a  Church  Mutual  proposal  and  quote.  Why  don  t  you? 
Even  if  you  decide  not  to  accept,  you  get  a  valuable,  objective 
analysis  of  your  insurance  needs.  Simply  fill  out  and  send  us 
this  ad,  call  us  at  1-800-554-2642  or  visit  our  Web  site 
at  www.churchmutual.com/needs/ 


McBride  McBride 

Appreciation 

Day.  She  was  honored  by  the 
church  with  a  new  ministry  in 
her  name.  The  Dolly  McBride 
Visual  Outreach  Ministry.  "Our 
church  has  purchased  some 
equipment  and  tapes  to  record 


The  Howells  and  Smith 


Anderson  and  Ellzey 


First  Church,  Pascagoula, 
honored  Iris  Anderson  on  Aug. 
27  with  a  retirement  reception. 
Following  the  reception 
Anderson  presented  an  organ 
concert.  Sne  became  church 
organist  on  January  1, 1969  and 
is  presently  serving  the  church 


Magee's  Creek  Church, 
(Walthall  Association)  ordained 
Randy  Howell  as  deacon.  He  is 
the  third  generation  to  serve  as 
deacon  at  Magee's  Creek. 
Howell  is  pictured  with  his 
Wife  Regina,  father  Hugh,  and 
Jimmy  T.  Smith  Jr.,  pastor. 


Powell  and  Stroo 


County  Line  Church,  Ovett, 
recently  licensed  Jerry  Stroo  to 
the  ministry.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Tyler  Powell,  interim  pastor; 
and  Stroo. 


Bennett  and  Courtney 


D.  Corbett,  The  Richardsons,  and  B.  Corbett 


The  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education  awarded  this  year's 
Therman  Bryant  Scholarship  to 
Leslie  Bennett  of  Diamondhead. 
Bennett  is  a  sophomore 


First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
licensed  Gene  Richardson  to  the 
ministry  on  Oct.  8.  Richardson 
(second  from  right)  i&  pictured 
with  his  wife  Janice,  and  Barry  C. 
Corbett,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko,  and  his  wife  Denise. 


Blue  Mountain  College 

(BMC)  Department  of  Music 
will  present  the  fall  choral  con¬ 
cert  on  Oct.  26  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
Garrett  Hall  Auditorium.  The 
concert  will  feature  the  BMC 
Chorale,  under  the  direction  of 
Larry  W.  Newell.  For  more 
information  call  BMC  at  (662) 
685-4771,  ext.  163. 

Martin  Jean,  concert  organ¬ 
ist,  will  be  presented  in  a  recital 
on  Nov.  2  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
Provine  Chapel  on  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  campus.  Jean  is 
associate  professor  of  organ  at 
the  Yale  School  of  Music  and 
Institute  of  Sacred  Music.  He 
holds  the  Doctor  of  Musical 
Arts  degree  from  the  University 
of  Michigan.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  MC  music  depart¬ 
ment  at  (601)  925-3440. 


Christian  Studies 
major  at  Mississippi 
College.  The 

Therman  Bryant 
Scholarship  fund 
was  established  in 
1977  by  the 
Cooperative 
Missions 
Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
and  funded  by  the 
gifts  from  the  Bryant 
family  and  friends. 
Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Bennett  and 
Ruthie  Courtney  of 
the  Board  of 
Ministerial 
Education. 


Revival  results 

'  h*  ■fcjfKvCyi!  C“»  f  '*  ■*  *•' 

North  Morton  (Scott): 

Sept.  24-28;  nine  conversions; 
Don  Taylor,  evangelist;  Gary 
Wyatt,  pastor. 


Barnes  Crossing  Church,  Pleasant  Hill,  Quitman:  Oct. 
Belden:  Oct.  30-Nov.  3;  Mon.-  29-Nov.  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Clyde  Lane  Patton,  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Bill  Britt 
Booneville,  evangelist;  J.  D.  with  Bill  Britt  Crusade,  eVange- 
Johnson,  pastor.  list;  For  more  information,  con¬ 

tact  the  church  at  (601)  776-3371. 

Janice,  Brooklyn:  Oct.  29- 

Nov.  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch.  Park  Haven,  Laurel:  Nov.  6- 
and  afternoon  singing;  Mon.-  8;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Roger  Ivy, 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Richard  Miley,  evangelist. 

Hattiesburg,  evangelist;  Mitcn 
Osborne,  music;  Melanie  Boyd, 
pianist;  Bob  Goolsby,  pastor. 

First,  Edinburg:  Nov.  5-10; 

Sunday,  homecoming;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel, 
evangelist;  Billy  Henry,  pastor. 
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Are  your  senrors  tired  ol 
crawling  over  (tie 
HUMP7  The  solutionis 
a  1 5-passenger  van  with 
an  aisle,  raised  root  & 
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BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
www.Metatevanbus.oom 


BE  PREPARED 


Editor;  "This  one  fellow  cai 

As  a  teenager  growing  up  in  sojourn."  The  NIV  v.  9  s 
Louisiana,  I  heard  Catholic  fellow  came  here  as  < 
priests  condemned  for  reading  Which  is  easier  to  unde 
the  Bible  in  Latin.  It  was  said  The  KJV  is  beautiful 
they  did  not  encourage  the  com-  and  understood  by  t) 
mon  people  to  read  the  Bible;  if  have  grown  up  with  Bi 
it  were  read  in  Latin,  then  the  itages,  but  if  we  want 
priest  could  interpret  it  accord-  lost  world  which  did 
mg  to  the  dictates  of  the  pope.  up  reading  seventeent 
In  the  October  12  issue  of  The  English,  men  we  had 
Baptist  Record,  Russell  prepared  topresent  Gc 
Bradford  condemns  me  use  of  in  modem  English, 
me  New  International  Version  Betty  Allen 
(NTV).  He  says  it  has  "resulted  Columbia 
in  a  doctrinally  deficient  ver¬ 
sion  of  me  Bible."  Yet  he  quotes 
no  passages  to  support  his  READ  THE  REPORT 
argument.  He  does  refer  to  "me 
Sodom  story"  as  an  example.  Editor: 

I  studied  Gen.  19  in  bom  the  It  is  unfortunate  tha 
NIV  and  me  King  James  Version  not  address  me  issues  c 
(KJV)  and  could  find  no  differ-  to  Texas  Baptists  in  you 
ence  except  for  modem  language,  tion.  It  makes  it  seem 
Bradford  dtes  me  "many  changes  were  working  on  « 
in  its  wording."  Yes,  in  v.  5  in  me  Nothing  could  be  furl 
KJV  me  phrase  "that  we  may  me  truth.  I  urge  M 
know  mem"  does  not  mean  they  Baptists  to  inform  mem 
wanted  to  make  their  acquain-  -these  issues  by  downlo 
tance;  it  means  what  v.  5  in  the  complete  report  and  re 


Letters  to 
The  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is  , 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


For  several  years  the  Annuity 
Board  received  requests  from 
ministers  and  church 
employees  about  the  need  for 
additional  insurance  products. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  an 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


Michael’s  Watch . 

^  A  —  ‘But  even  the  archanoei 

a^L/  Michael,  when  he  was 
)  ]  \\5B//  disputing unth  the devil 
about  the  body  of  Moses, 
did  not  dare  tobrirga 
slanderous  accusation 
(gainst  him,  but  said. 

* The  Lord rebu/je you.  ’  -Jude  1:9 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 
mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 
lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle. 

Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville, 
Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 
Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  Baptist 


We  listened  and  we 
are  responding. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention, 


correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Here  are  the  new  products 
available  to  you. 

•  Dental  plans  for  ^ 

ministers  and  A 

church  staff  V 

members  V 

•  An  endorsed  Long  1 

Term  Care  product 

•  Medicare  Supplement 
options  for  our  retired 
participants 

-  AB*Seniors  Plus  Plan 

-  AB*Seniors  Plan 


scheduled 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood;  TN  37027 

Call  Todaj^^  (800)  370-6180 

I  fipjKu 

.  |py  *  LifeWay  Discount 

'■®|  *  ^5  passenger  vans 

*  We  buy  used  buses 

'  W,  www.carpenterbus.com 


For  enrollment  information, 
stop  by  the  Annuity  Board 
exhibit  at  the  Mississippi  state 
convention,  or  call  our 
toll-free  number, 
1-800-262-0511. 


ANNUITY  BOARD 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20’ to  37’ models 


(12  to  47  passengers.  New  A  Used) 
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ountaintop 


For  a  (united  time,  you  can  take 
advantage  of  this  fantastic 
coupon  and  receive  $3  off  the 
regular  retail  price  of  $19.99. 


of  Jour 'Presence 
in  Heaven! 


2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  ( John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


October  26, 2000 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Gotl  in  your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  your 
(I  have  sinned.) 


The  Baptist  Record 


Life  Chain 
coming  to 
Hattiesburg 

The  2000  Pine  Belt  Life 
Chain  rally  in  Hattiesburg  to 
protest  legalized  abortion  will 
be  held  from  2-3:30  p.m.  on 
November  5,  according  to 
Kathy  Stevens,  state  director 
for  Concerned  Women  of 
America.  The  Life  Chain  will 
begin  at  the*  intersection  of 
Hardy-  Street  and  Highway  49, 
and  will  continue  west  along 
Hardy  Street. 

"We  have  had  over  1,000 
Pine  Belt  residents  participate 
in  the  past,"  Stevens  said.  For 
Miufv  information  on  the  annu¬ 
al  event,  contact  Stevens  at 
(601)  794-5023.  E-mail: 

cwaofms@netdoor.com. 


Merritt  accepting  nominations  for  SBC  posts 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Nominations  for  four  key  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  are  being 
received  through  Nov.  15  by 
SBC  President  James  Merritt. 

The  committees  are: 

•  Committee  on  Committees, 

which  selects  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations 
who,  in  turn,  recommend 
trustees  for  SBC  entities  to  the 
SBC  annual  meeting;  the 
Resolutions  Committee; 

Credentials  Committee;  and  the 
Tellers  Committee. 

In  addition  to  having  "a  very 
high  level  of  spiritual  commit¬ 
ment,  first  to  our  Lord  and  sec¬ 
ondly  to  our  convention," 
Merritt  said  nominees  should: 

•  "have  a  burning  passion 
for  reaching  people  for  Christ 
by  carrying  out  the  mandate  of 
the  Great  Commission." 

•  "be  fully  supportive  of  our 
2000  edition  of  tne  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message"  statement  of 
beliefs. 

•  "be  a  faithful  contributor 
to  the  Cooperative  Program," 


the  channel  by  which 
Southern  Baptist  churches 
support  the  convention's 
international  and  national 
missions  and  ministries. 

Nomination  forms  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Atlanta-area 
church  where  Merritt  is  pastor: 
First  Baptist  Church  Snellville, 
P.O.  Box  647,  Snellville,  GA 
30078.  Completed  forms 
should  be  return  to  his  office. 

"All  nominations  should 
be  received’  in  my  office  by 
Nov.  15,"  Merritt  said. 
"Nominees  should  be  con¬ 
firmed  for  attendance  at  the 
convention,"  June  12-13  in 
New  Orleans.  Nominees  will 
be  responsible  for  covering 
their  own  expenses  at  the  SBC 
annual  meeting. 

"Should  a  nominee  only 
want  to  be  considered  for  a  spe¬ 
cific  [committee],  that  prefer¬ 
ence  should  be  so  noted  on  the 
nomination  form,"  Merritt 
said.  "They  should  also  be 
aware  that  their  names  are 
being  presented  only  as  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  at  this  point. 


Every  name  will  receive  serious  1 
consideration,  but  some  may 

2000  January 
to  examine  B< 


be  asked  to  serve  at  another 
point  in  time." 


Through  eight  chapters,  each  dedicated  to  Chr 
mentals  outlined  in  James'  letter,  this  year's  studi 
participants  to:  Learn  from  Test  and  Trials,  Treat  Alii 


ommendation 


point. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  How  to  Live  by  Faith  in  a  Sea! 
World:  A  Study  of  the  Book  of  James,  is  the  topic  of  the  Jana, 
(formerly  Winter)  Bible  Study  (JBS)  for  2001.  ^ 

Through  eight  chapters,  earii  dedicated  to  Christian  fun 
mentals  outlined  in  James'  letter,  this  year's  study  encour* 
participants  to:  Learn  from  Test  and  Trials,  Treat  All  People  Ri$ 
Seek  What's  Best  For  Others,  Pray  Confidently,  and  more. 

Plus,  with  its  interactive  format,  this  resource  challen 
readers  to  apply  the  Word  to  their  lives  and  take  up  James'  a 
lenge  to  "Do  not  merely  listen  to  the  word  ...  Do  what  it  sat 

The  January  Bible  Study  Planning  and  Promotional  Pari 
available  to  help  churches  plan  and  pn 

In  the  same  way  that  using  the  Family  Bible  Study  sene 
Sunday  School  allows  the  entire  church  family  to  study 
same  topic,  churches  can  include  the  entire  church  family 
this  study  of  James. 

The  How  to  live  by  Faith  in  a  Secular  World  materials 
January  Bible  Study  can  be  ordered  toll-free  by  phone  at  (f 
458-2772,  by  fax  at  (615)  251-5933,  by  e-mail 
customeiService@lifeway.com  and  at  UfeWay  Christian  Stor 


As  you  are  challenged  each  day  to 
enter  Into  His  Presence  you  will  find 
yourself  encouraged,  uplifted,  and  spiri¬ 
tually  renewed.  Each  section  will  have 
an  introduction  explaining  the  focus  for 
that  months  devotional  reading  and  a 
listing  of  relevant  Scriptures  along  with 
daily  devotional  commentary. 
Experience  a  new  level  of  intimate, 
mountaintop  encounters  with  God  in 
Into  His  Presence. 


THOMAS  NELSON 

PUBLISHERS 


Available  at  Christian 
Bookstores  Everywhere 


$19.99  Hardcover 


We’ve  all  heard  the  Scriptural 
accounts  of  dramatic  mountain- 
top  encounters  with  God.  Now  best¬ 
selling  author  and  beloved  pastor, 
Charles  Stanley  uses  this  theme  as  the 
basis  for  insightful  and  uplifting  daily 
devotions.  Into  His  Presence  takes  you 
away  from  the  spiritual  status  quo  of  life 
and  to  a  higher  level  where  you  will 
experience  revelation  and  transforma¬ 


tion. 


Family  Bible  Study 


The  family  connection 

Ruth  4:1-3,  5-6,  9-17 


Heather  Cumberland 


Naomi,  Ruth's  mother-in- 
law,  had  lived  a  tough  life. 
She  lost  her  husband  and  her 
two  sons.  The  only  things  she 
had  left  were  her  two  daugh¬ 
ters-in-law. 

After  the  death  of  her  sons, 
Naomi  instructed  Ruth  and 
Orpah  (her  daughters-in-law) 
to  go  back  to  their  families  and 
many  again  so  that  the  Lord 
would  bless  them  with  chil¬ 
dren.  She  did  not  think  it  was 
right  for  them  to  have  to  stay 
with  her  when  they  were  still 
young  and  could  re-marry  and 
bear  children. 

Orpah  kissed  Naomi  good¬ 
bye  and  headed  back  home,  but 
Ruth  clung  to  her  (1:14).  When 
the  barley  harvest  came,  Ruth 
followed  Naomi  to  Bethlehem. 
When  they  arrived  there,  Ruth 


asked  Naomi's  permis¬ 
sion  to  glean  tne  bar 
ley  fields.  Naomi 
granted  her  request  Cumberland 
and  Ruth  went  out  to 
the  fields.  man 

Naomi  had  a  kinsman  (rela-  relat 
five)  of  her  husband  in  mad 
Bethlehem.  His  name  was  wid< 
Boaz  and  he  was  a  very  fami 
wealthy  man.  However,  fs 
Naomi  did  not  tell  Ruth  about  tion 
this  relative  before  she  went  attei 
out  to  glean  the  fields.  that 

Chapter  2  tells  us  that  when  and 
Ruth  made  her  way  to  Boaz's  favc 
portion  of  the  fields,  he  T 
noticed  her.  He  had  compas-  how 
sion  on  her  and  he  instructed  clos 
his  servants  to  leave  enough  clos 

train  behind  so  that  when  Boa: 

uth  gleaned  the  field,  she  mar 
would  have  enough  to  take  estl 
home  to  Naomi  (2:15-17).  to  b 

When  Ruth  went  home  to  T 


Naomi,  she  told  her  about 
Boaz.  Naomi  told  Ruth 
that  this  was  one  of  their 
closest  relatives  (2:20). 

Naomi,  still  con¬ 
cerned  about  Ruth  hav¬ 
ing  to  spend  the  rest  of 
her  life  with  no  husband, 
began  working  on  a  way 
to  make  Boaz  a  kinsman- 
land  redeemer  for  Ruth.  A 
kinsman-redeemer  was  a 
man,  usually  the  closest  living 
relative  of  the  deceased,  who 
made  a  vow  to  redeem  the 
widow  and  take  care  of  her,  her 
family,  and  her  land. 

Naomi  gave  Ruth  instruc¬ 
tions  about  how  to  get  Boaz's 
attention  (3:3-15).  Ruth  did  all 
that  she  was  instructed  to  do 
and  as  a  result,  Ruth  found 
favor  in  the  eyes  of  Boaz. 

There  was  one  problem, 
however.  Although  Boaz  was  a 
close  relative,  he  was  not  the 
closest  one  alive.  The  only  way 
Boaz  could  become  Ruth's  kins¬ 
man-redeemer  was  if  the  clos¬ 
est  living  relative  did  not  desire 
to  be  her  kinsman-redeemer. 

This  is  where  our  lesson 


begins  this  week.  Boaz  called  a 
meeting  of  the  elders  of  the  city 
and  the  closest  living  relative  of 
Naomi,  whose  name  is  not 
given.  He  told  them  that  this 
relative,  if  he  desires  to  be 
Ruth's  kinsman-redeemer, 
must  buy  the  field  from  the 
hand  of  Naomi,  marry  Ruth, 
and  give  her  children  (4:5). 

Naomi's  relative  immediately 
spoke  up  and  said  that  he  could 
not  make  that  kind  of  commit¬ 
ment  and  he  gave  Boaz  the  right 
to  redeem  Ruth  (4:6).  With  this, 
Boaz  pledged  to  become  Ruth's 
kinsman-redeemer  (4:9-10). 

Boaz  and  Ruth  married  and 
had  a  son  named  Obed. 
Matthew  1:5-6  tells  us  that  Boaz 
was  the  father  of  Obed,  Obed 
was  the  father  of  Jesse,  and 
Jesse  was  the  father  of  David 
(who  eventually  became  King 
David).  Several  generations 
later,  from  this  same  lineage, 
Jesus  is  bom. 

The  interesting  thing  about 
this  story,  in  my  opinion,  is  that 
Jesus  comes  from  this  lineage, 
and  the  similarity  between  tne 
story  of  Ruth  and  the  story  of 


Jesus  is  so  clear.  Ruth  needed 
someone  to  redeem  her  and 
take  care  of  her  so  Boaz  took  it 
'Upon  himself  to  do  so. 

Jesus,  in  this  same  way,  is 
our  redeemer.  A  redeemer  is 
one  who  saves  or  rescues.  Just 
as  Boaz  saved  Ruth  from  hav¬ 
ing  to  spend  the  rest  of  her  life 
with  no  husband  or  children, 
Jesus  saves  us  from  a  life  of 
loneliness,  sorrow,  and  death. 

I  will  never  get  tired  of  hear¬ 
ing  about  people  trusting  Jesus 
to  redeem  them.  Just  this  past 
weekend  my  husband  got  a  call 
that  one  of  his  youth  accepted 
Christ.  How  we  rejoice  with 
this  young  man  who  has  trust¬ 
ed  Christ  as  his  savior! 

You  may  be  at  a  point  in 
your  life  where,  like  Ruth,  you 
need  someone  that  you  can 
trust  to  take  care  of  your  needs. 
If  you  have  been  feeling  lonely 
and  empty,  talk  to  someone  you 
trust  about  Jesus.  He  is  the  only 
one  who  can  give  you  hope,  joy, 
and  peace  while  loving  you 
unconditionally. 

Cumberland  is  advertising 
coordinator  for  The  Baptist  Recora. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Learning  from  others 


Acts  11:19-30 


le  VanHom 


We  continue  our  unit  of 
study,.  "Growing  in 
Understanding,"  with  a  look  at 
the  need  to.  learn  from  others. 
Spiritual  maturity  ought  to  be 
tne  goal  of  every  Christian.  The 
maturation  process  involves 
learning  from  those  who  have 
grown  spiritually  themselves. 

Become  Christians  (11:19- 
21).  Luke  reminds  us  that  the 
initial  dispersion  of  the  believ¬ 
ers  into  broadening  geographic 
circles  was  the  result  of  tne  mar¬ 
tyrdom  of  Stephen  and  persecu¬ 
tion  against  tne  Church  (v.  19). 

The  believers  spread  to 
Phoenicia  (modem  day 
Lebanon),  Cyprus  (the  promi¬ 
nent  island  in  the  eastern 
Mediterranean),  and  Antioch 
(the  third  largest  city  in  the 
Roman  empire  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  500,000). 

Luke  indicates  that  the  mes¬ 


sage  was  shared  pri¬ 
marily  with  Jews  (v. _ 

19b),  but  some  disci-  VanHom 
pies  were  beginning,  to 
apply  the  message  of  de 
Cornelius's  conversion  by  shar-  ou 
ing  with  Gentiles  (compare  v.  18  qu 
with  v.  20).  "The  Lord's  hand  sa> 
was  with  them"  is  a  reference  to  Ai 
God's  power  and  blessing  and 
the  result  was  the  addition  of  a  G< 
great  number  of  believers.  Ra 

Accept  encouragement  thi 
(11:22-24).  We  are  now  given  Ba 
our  third  glimpse  of  Joseph  of  rei 
Cyprus,  whom  the  apostles  N1 
named  Barnabas,  meaning  "Son  "C 
of  Encouragement"  (4:36;  9:27).  sei 

Why  aid  the  Jerusalem  pr 
church  send  Barnabas  instead  rei 
of  one  of  the  apostles?  Scholars  ini 
answer  the  question  in  a  vari-  foi 
ety  of  ways,  all  of  which  are  sfc 
speculative. 

Perhaps  the  apostles  were  tu 
away  from  the  Jerusalem  to 
church  when  the  news  from  tal 


Antioch  arrived.  Perhaps 
they  were  present  but 
deemed  the  needs  of  the 
mother  church  more 
pressing  at  the  time. 

At  any  rate,  the  choice 
of  Barnabas  was  the 
right  one.  He  was  from 
Cyprus  as  were  some  of 
the  believers  who  were 
witnessing  to  the 
Gentiles  (v.  20).  His 
demonstrated  ability  to  bring 
outsiders  into  the  church  (9:2 7) 
qualified  him  to  be  the  ambas¬ 
sador  from  Jerusalem  to 
Antioch. 

Barnabas  was  glad  to  see 
God's  grace  at  work  in  Antioch. 
Rather  than  hinder  in  any  way 
the  growth  of  the  church, 
Barnabas  encouraged  them  "to 
remain  true  to  the  Lord"  (v.  23; 
NIV)  "To  remain  true"  (NTV)  or 
"cleave"  (KJV)  renders  the  pre¬ 
sent  active  infinitive  form  of 
prosmeno,  meaning  "to  abide  or 
remain  with."  Tne  present 
infinitive  form  stresses  tne  need 
for  unbroken  actior  in  terms  of 
staying  with  the  Lord. 

Verse  24  rounds  out  our  pic¬ 
ture  of  Barnabas.  The  reference 
to  Barnabas  as  a  "good"  man  is 
taken  by  some  scholars  to  mean 


"competent."  ,  Minimally, 
/'good"  points  to  his  high  moral 
character.  He  was  also  full  of  the 


character.  He  was  also  full  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  faith.  * 

Luke  seeks  to  remind  us  that 
apart  from  the  Spirit  the  true 
work  of  evangelizing  and  train¬ 
ing  cannot  6e  accomplished. 
Through  the  work  of  Barnabas 
and  the  other  Antiochene 
Christians,  many  people  were 
brought  to  the  Lora  (v.  24). 

Receive  nurturing  (11:25-26). 
Barnabas  needed  help  with  the 
burgeoning  work  at  Antioch.  He 
sought  out  Saul  of  Tarsus 
(11:25),  whom  we  know  better 
as  Paul.  Through  Barnabas  God 
was  pursuing  rus  plans  for  Paul 
(see  Acts  9:15). 

Luke  depicts  Barnabas  and 
Paul  working  side-by-side  in 
Antioch  for  a  year  teaching  the 
believers  and  helping  them 

f;row  in  their  understanding  of 
esus.  Barnabas  gave  Paul  valu¬ 
able  experience  in  teaching  oth¬ 
ers  about  Jesus.  Apparently  as 
these  "great  numbers"  of  disci- 

{>les  applied  wbat  they  had 
earned  about  Christ  they 
earned  for  themselves  the  nick¬ 
name  "Christians,"  or  "Christ- 
people." 

Show  signs  of  maturing 


(11:27-30).  Spiritual  maturity 
can  be  measured  in  many  ways. 
One  of  the  best  ways  to  mea¬ 
sure  it  is  in  the  area  of  minister¬ 
ing  to  people's  needs.  Luke 
informs  us  that  a  famine, 
prophesied  by  Agabus  (w.  27- 
28;  see  also  21:10),  came  about 
during  the  rule  of  Emperor 
Claudius  (A.D.  41-54). 

The  Jerusalem  church  was 
hard  hit  and  the  Christians  at 
Antioch  decided  to  send  "relief" 
(Greek  diakonia)  to  them  (11:29). 
The  main  point  of  these  verses  is 
to  demonstrate  that  the  year 
long  teaching  ministry  of 
Barnabas  and  Paul  resulted  in 
Christian  growth  and  spiritual 
maturity  marked  most  notably 
by  the  volunteer  support  by 
believers  in  Antioch  for  believ¬ 
ers  in  Judea.  Each  one  did  what 
he  could.  Barnabas  and  Saul 
(Paul)  were  selected  to  carry  the 

gift  to  Jerusalem  (11:30).  F.F. 

ruce  dates  this  Jerusalem  visit 
to  A.D.  46  and  associates  it  with 
Galatians  2:1. 

We  too  demonstrate  our  spir¬ 
itual  maturity  as  we  seek  to  help 
those  "less  blessed"  than  we  are 
by  giving  as  we  are  able. 

VanHom  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Columbia. 


guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  ll-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  no  text  atta 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  *  Photograph  a 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  ma 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  wl 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  air 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  address  and 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  i 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  t 
ping.  News  items  and/or  photo 
can  be  published  one  time 
Deadline  for  submitting  news 
week  prior  to  requested  publicatk 


Articles  that  are  i 
be  published  on  a 
Requests  to  return 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  accompanied  by 
white,  instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  stamped  envelope, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Submit  news  an 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  Baptist  Record,  P.C 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Mb  39205-0530.  F 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  E-mail:  baptistrecor 


Btbliocipher 

By  Charles  Ivlarx 
copyright  1999 

R  YBPDOK  UBKK  UBKD- 
KWTDK  JKWTDK  OTZ,  PCZ 
UBK  VTDZ  AKMGM  YBDR- 
MU,  EBJ  MBPVV  AGZOK 
UBK  SGRYX  PCZ  UBK 
ZKPZ  PU  BRM  PIIKPDRCO 
PCZ  BRM  XRCO^TH. 

MKYTCZ  URHTUBF 
WTGD:  TCK 
Clue:  Y  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Galatians  Two:  Twenty. 


O'Hair  hoax  going  high-tech  over  Internet 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (ABP) 
—  A  decades-old  hoax  about  a 
well-known  atheist  seeking  a 
ban  on  religious  broadcasting 
has  caught  up  with  the  infor¬ 
mation  age. 

The  urban  legend  about  reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Federal  Communi¬ 
cations  Commission  (FCC)  has 
circulated  through  the  mail  and 
word  of  mouth  since  1975.  It  re- 
emerged  recently  as  an  e-mail 
hoax  focusing  on  the  CBS  pro¬ 
gram  'Touched  by  an  Angel/' 

"CBS  will  be  forced  to  discon¬ 
tinue  Touched  By  an  Angel'  for 
using  the  word  GOD  in  every 
program,"  reads  the  e-mail  hoax. 
*'[Tne]  petition,  number  2493, 
would  ultimately  pave  the  way 
to  stop  the  reading  of  the  Gospel 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  on  the 
airwaves  of  America." 

The  hoax  asserts  self-pro- 
claimed  atheist  Madalyn 
Murray  O'Hair  has  received 
"287,000  signatures"  with  a 
petition  that  will  "ultimately" 
ban  religious  programming. 


being  broadcast  on  tfie 
by  television  will  be  stopped. 
This  group  is  also  campaigning 
to  remove  all  Christmas  pro¬ 
grams  and  Christmas  carols  from 
public  schools!  You  as  a  Christian 
can  help!"  states  the  e-mail. 

O'Hair  has  been  missing  and 
presumed  dead  since  1995, 
according  to  About.com's 
"Urban  Legends"  Web  page. 

The  petition,  "routinely 
assigned  the  number  RM-2493," 
was  in  fact  not  filed  by  O'Hair 
but  by  Jeremy  D.  Lansman  and 
Lorenzo  W.  Milam  in  1974, 
according  to  the  FCC. 

RM-2493  asked  the  FCC  to 
explore  operating  practices  of 
religious  stations.  It  also  asked 
that  no  new  requests  for  licens¬ 
es  be  granted  to  religious  sta¬ 
tions  until  after  the  completion 
of  the  FCC  inquiry. 

The  Lansman-Milam  peti¬ 
tion  was  denied  on  Aug.  1, 
1975,  according  to  the  FCC. 
Because  of  millions  of  inquiries 


inspired  by  the  hoax  during 
two  decades  of  circulation,  the 
FCC  has  published  information 
about  laws  regarding  religious 
broadcasting  in  newspapers, 
religious  publications,  TV 
Guide,  and  Time  magazine. 

"There  is  no  federal  law  or 
regulation  that  gives  the  FCC 
the  authority  to  prohibit  radio 
and  television  stations  from 
presenting  religious  pro¬ 
grams,"  according  to  the  FCC 
^Consumer  Facts7,  Web  page. 
"Broadcasters,  not  the  FCC  nor 
any  other  governmental 
agency,  have  the  responsibility 
for  selecting  the  programming 
that  is  aired  by  their  stations." 

Such  hoaxes  cause  unneces¬ 
sary  traffic  for  organizations  like 
the  FCC,  wrote  David  Emery  in 
an  article  for  About.com. 

"E-mail  hoaxes  have  become 
so  prevalent  that  they're  regard¬ 
ed  m  some  quarters  as  a  threat  to 
network  integrity  comparable  to 
that  of  actual  computer  viruses," 
wrote  Emery.  "The  threat  posed 


to  individual  users  is  less  dra¬ 
matic,  but  in  these  days  of  ever- 
increasing  spam  people  are  get¬ 
ting  fed  up  with  the  amount  of 
garbage  clogging  their  inboxes." 

The  hoaxes  survive  because 
of  "new  and  inexperienced 
users  unfamiliar  with 
Netiquette  and  unaware  of  how 
rampant  misinformation  is  on 
the  Internet,"  wrote  Emery. 

He  suggested  that  computer 
users  become  familiar  with  anti¬ 
hoax  resources  and  have  "cut- 
and-paste  templates"  ready  to 
send  in  answer  to  e-mail  hoaxes. 

"There  are  few  solutions  at 
this  point  beyond  redoubling 
our  efforts  to  expand  aware¬ 
ness  and  change  people's 
habits,"  Emery  wrote. 

Cliff  Vaughn,  project  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Baptist  Center  for 
Ethics  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  also 
suggested  thinking  twice 
before  forwarding  e-mail. 

"Don't  assume  your  friends 
always  pass  along  legitimate 
stories,"  Vaughn  said. 


Group  denied  school  access  to  get  day  in  court 
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Si  Cliffi  wen 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  has  agreed  to  hear  the 
appeal  of  a  Christian  youth  organization 
that  was  denied  use  of  school  facilities. 


While  non-religious 
Boy  Scouts  and  4-H  Club  were  able  to  use 
school  facilities  after  hours,  the  U.S.  2nd 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  said  the  Good 


1  *  ■•-•'Tv 


such  as  the  News  Club  does  not  qualify  under  a  New 
York  school  district's  policy. 

Milford  Central  School  District  has  since 
1992  had  a  policy  allowing  local  residents  to 
use  school  facilities  for  social,  civic,  and  recre¬ 
ational  meetings  and  entertainment  events. 

The  policy  states,  however,  that  school 
premises  "snail  not  be  used  by  an  individ¬ 
ual  or  organization  for  religious  purposes." 
In  1996,  the  Good  News  Club  —  affiliat- 


applied  _ _ _ 

"a  fun  time  of  singing  songs,  hearing  [a] 
Bible  lesson,  and  memorizing  Scripture." 

The  club  said  its  program  typically 
begins  by  calling  attendance  and  awarding 
a  treat  to  each  child  who  can  recite  a  Bible 
verse.  The  children  sing  songs,  learn  Bible 
stories,  and  memorize  Bible  verses  and 
close  with  a  prayer. 

After  reviewing  the  club's  program 
materials,  the  district's  interim  superinten¬ 
dent  said  the  proposed  activities  were  not 
merely  discussion  of  secular  subjects  from  a 
religious  perspective,  but  "were  in  fact  the 
equivalent  of  religious  instruction  itself." 

The  Milford  Board  of  Education  denied 
the  application,  and  the  club  filed  a  com¬ 
plaint  with  a  U.S.  district  court  in  March 
1997,  charging  its  rights  of  free  speech, 
equal  protection,  ana  religious  freedom 
had  been  violated.  The  district  court  ruled 
in  favor  of  the  school  district  and  the  2nd 
Circuit  upheld  the  ruling. 

The  2nd  Circuit  said  activities  of  the 
club  "fall  clearly  on  the  side  of  religious 
instruction  and  prayer."  The  court  ruling 
details  lesson  plans  of  the  Christian  club, 
including  one  that  distinguished  between 
"saved"  and  "unsaved7  children.  The 
unsaved  are  "given  an  opportunity  later  in 
class  today  to  believe  on  Jesus." 

A  dissenting  opinion  from  the  2nd 
Circuit,  however,  said,  "Even  if  we  could 
not  say  whether  the  club's  message  con¬ 
veyed  religious  content  or  religious  view¬ 
points  on  otherwise-permissible  content, 
we  should  err  on  the  side  of  free  speech."  It 

should  be 


no  one 


sur- 


also  stated  that _ _ _ _  _ 

Prised  if  a  religious  viewpoint  on  morality 
looks  very  like  religion  itself." 

The  case  is  Good  News  Club  vs.  Milford 
Central  School.  A  date  for  oral  arguments  has 
not  been  set,  but  is  likely  to  take  place  in  2001 . 
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